Anatomy of the trachea, carina, and bronchi.
This article summarizes the pertinent points of tracheal and bronchial anatomy, including the relationships to surrounding structures. Tracheal and bronchial anatomy is essential knowledge for the thoracic surgeon, and an understanding of the anatomic relationships surrounding the airway is crucial to the safe performance of many thoracic surgical procedures. In addition, the more precise delineation of tracheal anatomy has contributed largely to the advancement of airway surgery in recent years. This article serves as a foundation for learning or reviewing this important topic.